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Let me take an illustration. I am a member of an
institution which holds a few acres of land whose crops are
in imminent peril from monkeys. I believe in the sacred-
ness of all life, and hence I regard it as breach of Ahimsa to
inflict any injury on the monkeys. But I do not hesitate
to instigate and direct an attack on the monkeys in order
to save the crops. I would like to avoid this evil. I can avoid
it by leaving or breaking up the institution. I do not do
so because 1 do not expect to be able to find a society where
there will be no agriculture and therefore no destruction of
some life. In fear and trembling, in humility and penance,
I therefore participate in the injury inflicted on the mon-
keys, hoping some day to find a way out.
Even so did I participate in the three acts of war. I
could not, it would be madness for me to, sever my connec-
tion with the society to which I belong. And on those three
occasions I had no thought of non-co-operating with the
British Government. .My position regarding that Govern-
ment is totally different today, and hence I should not
voluntarily participate in its war, and I should risk impri-
sonment and even the gallows, if I was forced to take up arms
or otherwise take part in its military operations.
But that still does not solve the riddle. If there was a
national Government, whilst I should not take any direct
part in any war, I can conceive occasions when it would be
my duty to vote for the military training of those who wish
to take it. For I know that all its members do not believe
in non-violence to the extent I do. It is not possible to make
a person or a society non-violent by compulsion.
Non-violence works in a most mysterious manner.
Often a man's actions defy analysis in terms of non-vio-
lence; equally often his actions may wear the appearance
of violence when he is absolutely non-violent in the highest
sense of the term and is subsequently found so to be. All I
can then claim for my conduct is that it was, in the instan-
ces cited, actuated in the interests of non-violence. There
was no thought of sordid national or other interest. I do not
believe in the promotion of national or any other interest
at the sacrifice of some other interest.

